                                MINUTES OF COMMISSIONER COURT, MOORE COUNTY, TEXAS

         REGULAR SESSION, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019
STATE OF TEXAS         {}

COUNTY OF MOORE  
     BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON THIS 9TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2019 there came to be held a Regular Session of Commissioners Court of Moore County, Texas in the Commissioners Courtroom in the Courthouse in Dumas, Texas.  The following persons were present to-wit: Rowdy Rhoades, County Judge; Daniel Garcia, Commissioner Precinct 1; Miles Mixon, Commissioner Precinct 2; Dee Vaughan, Commissioner Precinct 3; Lynn Cartrite, Commissioner Precinct 4; and County Clerk, Brenda McKanna.
                                                                               --------

Court having been opened according to law the following proceedings were had to wit:





        
--------

During routine announcement and reports Commissioner Cartrite presented his County Commissioner Continuing Education Transcript for January 1, 2019-December 31, 2019.  Copy of transcript attached and made a part hereof by references.






        
--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Garcia  that the bills as presented by James Allen, County Auditor, be approved for payment and the County Treasurer is hereby directed to issue warrant-checks thereof.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cartrite.  Motion carried






--------

There were several bills presented for Special Handling: 

Motion was made by Commissioner Garcia to approve the payment of $34,000.00 to Nationwide Capital for the first installment on the election equipment to be paid out of several different funds.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Vaughan.  Motion carried.
Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to approve the additional expense of $6,250.00 to Ballard Plumbing for the sewer project for the Courthouse and approve the payment to Stanfield Printing in the amount of $471.97 for a shredder for dispatch to be paid out of the SCAAP Grant.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to approve the payment of $1,485.00 to Elite Technologies for a computer at the Road & Bridge Dept.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Vaughan.  Motion carried.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to approve the Temporary Cash Investments dated September 9, 2019 as presented by James Allen, County Auditor, be approved and the County Treasurer’s Report of Cash Disbursements of the same date be approved and duly recorded in the Commissioner’s Court Minutes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Vaughan.  Motion carried.  Copies of the Report and the Temporary Cash Investments are attached and made a part hereof by references.







--------
Judge Rhoades declared the meeting open for a public hearing at 9:02 A.M. concerning the 2019 proposed tax rate for Amarillo College Moore County Campus.  Renee Vincent stated Amarillo College Moore County Campus has proposed a 2019 tax rate of $0.050000/$100 which is effectively a 0.603622% increase in the tax rate.  The 0.603622% is the percentage by which the proposed tax rate exceeds the effective tax rate for maintenance and operations.  This tax rate will raise more taxes for maintenance and operations than last year’s tax rate.  The tax rate will effectively be raised by 0.603622% and will raise tax for maintenance and operations on a $100,000 home by approximately $0.30.  For 2018 the tax rate for Amarillo College was 0.05/$100, the total revenue was $1,089,498.  The total tax revenue proposed to be raised this year at the proposed rate of .05/$100 is $1,116,129 increase of $26,630.00 over the 2018 tax revenue.  The increase in revenue will be used to enhance curricular opportunities for Moore County students.  The average homestead value in 2018 was $93,958.00 and the average homestead value for 2019 is $97,803.00.  Adoption of the proposed rate of $0.05/$100 valuation will result in an increase of $1.92 on the average homestead for 2019.  There was no public comment.  Judge Rhoades declared the meeting closed at 9:10 A.M. and opened the meeting in regular session.  Copy of proposed tax rate attached and made a part hereof by references along with a copy of the update on Amarillo College as presented by Renee Vincent.






--------

Judge Rhoades declared the meeting open for a public hearing at 9:10 A.M. concerning the 2019 proposed tax rate for Moore County.  Nikki McDonald, Tax Assessor Collector stated Moore County has proposed a 2019 tax rate of $0.544400/$100 which is effectively a 3.992359% increase in the tax rate.  This proposed tax rate is broken down by fund as follows: General Fund/.450200/$100; FC&LR/.079300/$100; Special Roads/.006900/$100; Debt (I&S)/.008000/$100.  The 3.992359% is the percentage by which the proposed tax rate exceeds the effective tax rate for maintenance and operations.  This tax rate will raise more taxes for maintenance and operations than last year’s tax rate.  The tax rate will effectively be raised by 3.992359% and will raise taxes for maintenance and operations on a $100,000 home by approximately $17.28.  For 2018 the tax rate for Moore County was 0.527517/$100, the total tax revenue was $11,561,412.  The total tax revenue proposed to be raised this year at the proposed rate of 0.544400 is $12,219,999, an increase of $658,587 over the 2018 tax revenue.  The increase in revenue will be used for maintenance and operations of Moore County. The average homestead value in 2018 was $93,958 and the average homestead value for 2019 is $97,803.  Adoption of the proposed rate of $0.544400/$100 valuation will result in an increase of $36.79 on the average homestead for 2019.  There was no public comment.  Judge Rhoades declared the public meeting closed at 9:13 A.M. and opened the meeting in regular session.  Copy of proposed tax rate attached and made a part hereof by references.






--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to approve the Resolution Nominating Candidates to serve on the Moore County Appraisal District Board of Directors.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Vaughan.  Motion carried.  Copy of Resolution attached and made a part hereof by references.






--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Vaughan to approve the renewal transaction plan between Lexis Nexis and District Clerk for service agreement at $50.00 per month.   Motion was seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  Motion carried.  Copy of agreement attached and made a part hereof by references.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Vaughan to approve the 2019-2020 contract between District Attorney and Panhandle Auto Burglary Theft Unit.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mixon.  Motion carried.  Copy of contract attached and made a part hereof by references.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to approve the corrections from August 26, 2019 to employ Elizabeth Rivera Rascon as custodian for the Moore County Library instead of Substitute Librarian.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  Motion carried.







--------

There was some discussion in regards to increasing Maintenance Dept. employee James Underwood’s salary from $17.81 to $19.31 instead of him having to wait the two years to be at the highest salary.  Judge Rhoades stated he is the one who is requesting this because James is an electrician and helped do several electrical jobs that saved the county a lot of money.  He wanted the increase because he didn’t want to take a chance on him quitting.  Commissioner Cartrite stated it is policy for a new employee to get salary increases every six months for two years and doesn’t want to go around the policy in place.  The court agreed that if they did it for one employee it would set a precedence and wanted to stay with the policy and not allow the salary increase for James.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to approve the expenditure of $1,600.00 for concrete to repair the sidewalk areas around the Courthouse.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Vaughan.  Motion carried.  







--------

The court acknowledged the Resolution of Board of Trustees of the Sunray Independent School District authorizing a Joint Election and Election Service Agreement with Moore County for the election to be held on November 5, 2019.  Copy of Resolution attached and made a part hereof by references.






--------
Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to approve the Joint Election and Elections Service Agreement between Sunray Independent School District and Moore County for the election to be held on November 5, 2019.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mixon.  Motion carried.  Copy of agreement attached and made a part hereof by references.






--------

The court acknowledged the Resolution of Board of Trustees of the Dumas Independent School District authorizing a Joint Election and Election Service Agreement with Moore County for the election to be held on November 5, 2019.  Copy of Resolution attached and made a part hereof by references.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Mixon to approve the Joint Election and Elections Service Agreement between Dumas Independent School District and Moore County for the election to be held on November 5, 2019.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Vaughan.  Motion carried.  Copy of agreement attached and made a part hereof by references






--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Mixon to appoint Commissioner Vaughan to serve on the Advisory Committee for HB1079 Ports to Plains Feasibility Study.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cartrite.  Motion carried.  Copy of HB1079 attached and made a part hereof by references.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Garcia to approve the reappointment of Doug Pack and Sue Sims to serve on the Child Protective Services Board for a three year term ending on August 31, 2022.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mixon.  Motion carried.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Vaughan to approve the appointment of Ashleigh Wiswell to the Child Protective Services Board to serve a three year term ending August 31, 2022.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  Motion carried.






--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Vaughan to advertise the surplus property according to law for the three weeks and hold a public auction on October 11, 2019 at 10:00 A.M. with property being described as: 2.0 acres more or less out of the SE Corner of Sec. 182 Block 3T T&NO Survey. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cartrite.  Motion was amended by Commissioner Vaughan to declare the property as surplus and set the date of sale pending the approval of the County Attorney.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cartrite.  Motion carried. Copy of Notice of Public Auction of County Real Property attached and made a part hereof by references.







--------

Dallas Green of the Road & Bridge Dept. gave a report on the department.  Commissioner Cartrite stated that the stop ahead and stop sign on County Road 25 has been knocked down.  Dallas stated they had to upgrade one of the computers at the department due to electrical problems during a storm that caused damage to the computers.  Dallas stated Road E is primed from 287 to Schuman Road; they still need to sealcoat several other roads.  Dallas would like to develop road specs and guidelines for building a road or rebuilding a road.  Commissioner Mixon asked Dallas to start gathering information from the operators in regards to setting up some guidelines.  Dallas stated the City of Dumas called in regards to having problems reading meters on Hooton Road due to the trash and overgrowth. He has visited with the County Attorney and he stated according to the ETJ it is the city’s responsibility to clean the area up.  The court directed Dallas to contact the city and let them know that the County Attorney stated it is not the responsibility of the county to clean the area up.  Commissioner Garcia asked if speed bumps could be installed on N.E. 10th due to excessive racing.













-------  
James Allen, County Auditor was present for the fourth budget hearing.  There were no changes to the budget as presented.  The court directed James to prepare the final budget and present it for final approval.






-------

At 11:05 A.M. motion was made by Commissioner Garcia that the court enter in Executive Session according to Govt. Code, Sec. 551.074 to discuss Road & Bridge personnel.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Vaughan.  Motion carried.  






-------

At 11:27 A.M. motion was made by Commissioner Garcia that the court reconvene in open court.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cartrite.  Motion carried.







-------

Motion was made by Commissioner Cartrite to advertise to take applications for a Road & Bridge Supervisor.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  Motion carried.







-------

At 11:37 A.M. motion was made by Commissioner Vaughan that the court enter in Executive Session according to Govt. Code, Sec. 551.071 to discuss pending litigation.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  Motion carried.  







-------

At 12 Noon motion was made by Commissioner Mixon that the court reconvene in open court.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cartrite.  Motion carried.







--------

Motion was made by Commissioner Vaughan to allow Judge Rhoades and the County Attorney to work together to send out RFP’s to law firms to represent the County in Opioid Litigation and to consult with Jeff Turner, Hospital Administrator in regards to the Hospital District’s  involvement in the litigation.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mixon Motion carried.  Copy of qualifications for legal services attached and made a part hereof by references.







-------

It appears there is no other business to come before the court.  Motion was made by Commissioner Mixon to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Cartrite.   Motion carried. 






-------- 

THE ABOVE AND FOREGOING MINUTES HAVING BEEN READ AND APPROVED, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT THEY BE AND ARE HEREBY APPROVED AS PRESENTED.

_______________________________________           ________________________________
Commissioner Precinct 1, J. Daniel Garcia                    Commissioner Precinct 2, Miles Mixon

______________________________________        ____________________________________

Commissioner Precinct 3, Dee Vaughan                        Commissioner Precinct 4, Lynn Cartrite

_____________________________________          ____________________________________

ATTEST: Brenda McKanna, County Clerk                     County Judge, Rowdy Rhoades
